
Here comes the December weather… a forecast for snow next week.    

Winter Road Conditions: 

When the weather and roads become hazardous please encourage your student to leave for school earlier, drive more 

carefully, and dress appropriately for the cold and the ice because walking and driving will be challenging for our young 

drivers. In the event that we are in school and it begins to snow or ice collects on the pavement, I will make announce-

ments at the end of the school day reminding our students to take their time scraping the windshield, allow for more dis-

tance between cars to stopping and to drive careful.   

EHS Semester Finals: 

Elkhorn High School will have a finals week to conclude 1st semester.  Semester finals will be Thursday, Dec. 21 

and Friday, Dec.22.  Students will take semester finals in periods 1, 3, 5 on Dec. 21 and periods 2, 4, 6, 7 on Dec. 

22.  Both Final Testing days are full days of school with a 3:20 dismissal time.  Please encourage your student to plan 

and prepare for successful semester exams.  We created a schedule that provides students built in study times   before 

exams.  Therefore, it is countercultural to call your student out during study hall and study times and for your student to 

miss the     opportunity to study in a quiet atmosphere with his/her teachers.    

December MAPS Testing for Students in Support Classes 

EHS 9, 10, and 11th graders in Math and English support classes will 

take the MAPS test in their core classes during a week long window 

starting Dec. 4. The teachers will communicate to the students in their 

support classes when the test will be administered. Students will only 

take two subject tests per week and each subject test is untimed but 

normed to finish in 50 minutes. The MAPS tests allow the school to 

analyze trend data and predicted scores on the ACT. The MAPS tests 

consist of reading, language usage, math and science. MAPs is differ-

ent from the ACT test because it gauges the students answers and    

responds by providing a harder or easier question based on the previous 

question/answer. If the student continues to answer correctly the    

questions will become increasingly more difficult. When the student 

incorrectly answers the question on a prescribed level, it will decrease 

the level of question until the student answers 50% of them correctly at 

a certain level. The MAPS is more interactive with the students’ ability 

level.   

All 9th and 10th grade students take the MAPS tests in the Fall and 

Spring. We believe the MAPs test can give us valuable data with 

growth; therefore, we want to test our students who receive more sup-

port with literacy and mathematics in December to better monitor their 

progress.   
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1st Semester Testing Schedule  

Day 1 - Three Finals   Periods 1, 3, 5  

1. Final  8:10-9:17 

2. Study time 9:21-10:01 

3. Final 10:05-11:12 

4. Study time and lunch  11:16-12:42 

1)11:12-11:42   2)11:42-12:12   3)12:12-12:42 

5. Final 12:46-1:53 

6. Study time 1:57-2:36 

7. Study time 2:40-3:20 

Day 2* -  Four Finals   Periods 2, 4, 6, 7   

   *note the order of class periods change!   

2. Final  8:10-9:17 

1. Study time  9:21-9:48 

4. Final  9:52-10:59 

3. Study time and lunch  11:03-12:26 

1)10:59-11:28    2)11:28-11:57    3)11:57-12:26 

6. Final 12:30-1:37 

5. Study time 1:41-2:09 

7. Final 2:13-3:20  



EHS does not allow students to take finals early without principal pre-approval that would require parents to contact the 
principal about an unavoidable absence.  In most cases, a student who miss finals will have to finish his/her finals during 
a scheduled time on Wednesday, Dec. 28, or Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017 during a staff in-service. Students return from winter 
break on Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2017.  I will communicate with each student who misses finals about coming in during the 
winter break to take his/her finals and/or after school on Jan.4-5. 
 
 
Statewide ACT Testing for Juniors– April 3, 2018 
EHS Juniors will be taking the ACT during the school day on Tuesday, April 3, 2018, as part of the state law and Ne-
braska Department of Education assessment protocol.   
Details regarding the testing schedule will be communicated at a later date.  We believe the test will take 3.5—4.0 hours 
to complete with time before and after to complete other paperwork. EHS will dismiss school after the completion of the 
tests.     
 
PRE-ACT Testing for 9th/10th Grade– April 3, 2018 
EHS 9th and 10th graders will be engaged in a Pre ACT test that will take around 3 hours as well with front end docu-
mentation. The dismissal time with each grade level will be different depending on the amount of front end documenta-
tion. We are in the early stages of discussing serving breakfast and not serving a lunch on the testing day.   
 
FAFSA Forms  
The juniors and seniors continue to prepare for the ACT tests along with applying for college admissions and scholar-
ships. The FAFSA applications for seniors who are looking for financial aid are open and seniors should complete the 
FAFSA forms. Our counselors have been visiting with students about their four year plans and continue to visit with stu-
dents who are needing help applying to colleges and scholarships.  
 
 
2nd Semester Schedules Sent Home 

Today, Dec. 1, we mailed your student’s second semester schedules were mailed home so that parents and students 
could talk about the upcoming academic semester. It is critical for parents to have conversations with their students 
about taking rigorous coursework that will positively impact literacy, numeracy, critical thinking, problem solving and 
writing.  These are foundational skills that Elkhorn High School students must possess in order to successfully complete 
a college prep curriculum and advanced placement coursework.  Our students must be competitive and ready for college 
and the workforce.  

The ACT test confirmed that students who completed/ or taking Algebra 2 during the school year of the ACT test, out-
performed students who did not take the algebra 2 class. Furthermore, EHS students taking Chemistry as oppose to a 
different science class their junior year outperformed their EHS classmates by 4 total points.    

If your student struggles with literacy and mathematics, then he/she may need more time and support in literacy skills 
through our support classes: Essential Language Arts classes has helped us ensure that students make the most of their 
time closing the gap between their ability and reading grade level. EHS offers instructional support in Algebra 1, Alge-
bra 2 and geometry.   

Students who are currently enrolled in support classes need to exit by a criteria related to testing data.  Students were 
identified and placed into the support classes deliberately; therefore, the student’s performance and course level mastery 
figure into the exiting of the class. With drop and add coming up next week, I wanted to express my thoughts about the 
sustaining value of the classes and not drop a student from the class based solely on his/her wishes or level of frustration 
but on achievement.    

Students who wish to drop a year long class with a passing grade will have to schedule an appointment with the          
Principal.  I will meet with the students and then communicate with parents and express what I believe is sound educa-
tional philosophy.   
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Drop and Add Dates for 2nd Semester Courses-   
Dec. 11-14, 2017.  EHS counselors will be available before school, after school, after lunch, during TA, or study 
hall but not during instructional hours for students wishing to drop/add coursework.  

 

Last year,  I decided to write my thoughts, “The Case for Rigor,” about keeping students in rigorous coursework despite 
parental apprehensions regarding students earning grade marks of a 3, 4, or a 5.  I still believe that our students are better 
equipped to handle rigor in the future by experiencing rigor in high school.  I would not want my children to experience 
difficulties in college for the first time in their life nor would I believe that senior year should be easy because they are 
going to college.  The trajectory of rigor should be upward; therefore, seniors should not take a semester or two semes-
ters away from rigor to get ready for college.    

 

Drop and Add Thoughts:  The Case for Rigor  

I recommend that students take challenging courses that stretches them academically regardless of the impact on grade 
point averages.  Whenever a student requests dropping a difficult class where they did not fail but felt as if the current 
grade of a 3 or 4 is bringing down their cumulative grade point average, I remind them that our AP courses are weighted 
differently than the regular courses to reward students who are taking an academic risk to stretch themselves.  Colleges 
look at high school transcripts to see a pattern of rigorous coursework that is standard across the United States. The Ad-
vanced Placement curriculum courses are nationally approved of by the College Board.   

When calculating GPA throughout the schools nationally, one would find different grading scales, different curriculum, 
different expectations per schools that doesn’t offer the uniformity of the AP courses.  Comparing class rank and GPA of 
students from Elkhorn to Chadron, private, charter and public schools, large schools to rural schools with different crite-
ria is intellectually dishonest.  Equalizing the class rank and GPA in a fair system is the college entrance test: ACT or 
SAT.  According to both testing companies, students who take more rigorous coursework are more prepared for the test; 
consequently, they will perform better on the test.  The test measures likelihood of  college success.  

By taking rigorous coursework while in high school, it will prepare your student for the future.  

EHS is looking forward to the year 2018 and will continue to serve the community with its mission to educate our      
students. Thank you parents, staff and families for making our high school a truly wonderful place for our students.   

Principal Dan Radicia  

dradicia@epsne.org  or (402) 289-4239 
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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION – EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

The Elkhorn Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, national origin, marital status, age, disability or any other 

basis prohibited by state and federal law in admission or access to, or treatment of, or employment in, its programs and activities. 

It is the intent of the Elkhorn Public Schools to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in making certain discrimination does 

not exit in its policies, regulations, operations or employment practices. Grievance procedures have been established for anyone who 

feels discrimination has been shown by Elkhorn Public Schools. These procedures can be obtained by the Assistant Superintendent. 

Inquiries concerning the application of the Elkhorn Public Schools’ policy of nondiscrimination should be directed to the Assistant 

Superintendent, 20650 Glenn Street, Elkhorn NE 68022, (402) 289-2579. 



Senior  Reminders  

Scholarship Information: Check Naviance regularly for schol-

arship updates. Individual colleges are the source of the most 

scholarship dollars, so apply early and meet with the Office of 

Financial Aid on your college visits to ask specific questions 

unique to your student and your family.  

Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation Scholarships: Seniors will 
receive a postcard in the mail in early December when the EPSF 

scholarships and the ACHIEVE scholarship applications     
become active online. There is a link on Naviance or students 
can go directly to the Foundation website:  
www.elkhornfoundation.org.  

 ALL EPSF and ACHIEVE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE 
DUE at 3:30 on FEBRUARY 1, 2018!  

*************************************************************** 

FAFSA: If you are a college-bound senior, you should 

complete and submit the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA). Colleges will use your FAFSA   

results to determine how much they will award you in 

financial aid. To estimate your FAFSA results now, use 

the College Funding Estimator at Education-Quest.org.  
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EducationQuest  

Education Quest is a free college planning  

service provided to all students in Nebraska.  

They have a monthly email service that offers 

tips and advice to high school students and 

parents. To sign up to receive these emails, 

visit www.educationquest.org. 

 

Winning the scholarship game 

Follow these tips to increase your chances of earning 
scholarships: 

Don’t pay for scholarship searches! 
Use free resources such as ScholarshipQuest at Educa-
tionQuest.org with over 2,000 Nebraska-based scholar-
ships. Free national sites include Fastaid, Scholarship 
Monkey, ScholarshipExperts.com, School Soup, and 
Scholarships.com. 
 
Search on your NAVIANCE Scholarship list!!! 
 
Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation Scholarships will 
be online December 1st. Seniors will receive a post card 
in the mail with information and it will be on NAVIANCE 
too.  
 
Visit your guidance counselor often for information 
about local scholarships. 

 
Place scholarship applications in deadline order.    
Local awards and college-specific applications deserve 
top priority because you're more likely to earn them.  

 
Update your activities, honors, community service or 
paid jobs using the Activities Resume at Education-
Quest.org. 

 
Earn the best possible ACT/SAT scores by taking the 
exam in the spring of your junior year and again in the fall 
of your senior year. December is the last date to count for 
many scholarships. 

 
Use quality references such as a teacher, coach or 
counselor. Encourage them to write specific examples of 
your leadership skills. Give them advance notice and a 
specific deadline. 

 
Tailor your essay to the scholarship.  Ask an English 
teacher to read your essay and offer advice on making a 
big impact. Your essay will need to stand out from other 
applications.  

 
Pay close attention to grammar, spelling and neat-
ness. Ask at least two people to proofread your entire 
application. 

http://www.educationquest.org
http://www.educationquest.org/scholarshipquest/
http://www.fastaid.com/
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.educationquest.org/activities-resume/


NAVIANCE 

http://connection.naviance.com/elkhorn 

Naviance is our college and career planning 

tool, complete with personality inventories, 

career information, college search tools, 

and more.  All students have an account.   

Students will use their old computer user 

name and passwords.  For example:  

Login:  epstsmith01 

Password:  eps12345 

 

Grades not where you want them? 

8th hour study hall is available for all students 

Monday-Thursday from 3:30 - 4:30 in the library.  

Eighth hour is staffed by a teacher and student   

tutors are available.   

Students can use this time for homework comple-

tion, makeup tests, group projects, research, etc.   

                              Come check it out!   

 

EHS Tutoring Program:   

Peer-tutoring is available for students      

struggling in classes.  Students can sign  

up in the Counseling Center.  

DROP/ADD:  

Monday, December 11 through  

Thursday, December 14 

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Students will be allowed to come to the 

Counseling Center before school, after 

school, during a study hall or during TA 

to discuss changing classes for second  

semester.  Please note: available classes 

are extremely limited.  

Students will not be allowed to leave any 

class except study hall or TA, for drop/

add  purposes.  

There might be times when a student will 

have to wait or possibly return the next 

day due to time limitations.  

Explore A Career!     
The Omaha Exploring program is an awe-

some opportunity for 9-12th grade high 

school students to learn more about a partic-

ular career field.  Activities are starting so 

register NOW.  To find out how the program 

works, go to www.omahaexploring.org or stop 

in the Counseling Center to gather more in-

formation. 
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COUNSELING CENTER STAFF   (402) 289-4239, Ext. 2 

Desiree Merrihew     A - E                 

Martha Dowd            F - K 

Theresa Crnkovich  L - Rom  

Makalla Fritz             Ron - Z 

Tracy Frevert, Counseling Center Admin Assistant  

WEBSITE:   
www.elkhornweb.org—>EHS—>Counseling Center 

                                                  

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6LIqBON2oAJDuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dtutoring%2Bclip%2Bart%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26vm%3Dr%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26b


College Entrance Testing:   

For Juniors 
A common question from junior parents this time of year cen-

ters around when juniors should take the ACT.  Most students 

test twice—-once junior year and once senior year.  All juniors 

will take the ACT on April 3, 2017 at EHS.  They will register at 

EHS for this test. 

ACT spring test dates are:  Feb. 10, April 14, and June 9.  

Register online at www.actstudent.org.  Registration deadlines 

are approximately one month prior to the test date and are 

found at ACT’s website.  

SAT spring test dates are:  March 10, May 10 and June 2.  

Register online at sat.collegeboard.org.  Registration deadlines 

are approximately one month prior to the test date and are 

found on the registration website. 

NOTE:   

***Students with disabilities might  receive test accommoda-
tions.  See your case manager for information.  

***Fee waivers are available to students on Free/Reduced 
Lunch.  See your counselor for information.  

 

Important note about score reporting: It is the  

student’s responsibility to submit test scores to their college of 

choice.  Upon registration for the test, students can select up to 

4 colleges to receive their test scores.  To avoid paying to send 

your scores at a later date, please ensure that you have select-

ed 4 colleges of your choice at the time of registration.  

TEST PREP RESOURCES 

Full length practice tests can be picked up in the Counseling 

Center.  Visit the Counseling Center website or see your coun-

selor for more information on test prep resources/classes.  

Juniors have access to free online test prep through ACT.  

They were given information in their English class. 

 

Junior Seminar: Juniors attended a seminar in 

October. During this time, counselors demonstrated 

Naviance more in depth so students could begin 

postsecondary planning. This is a great college and 

career web-based tool for students and parents. 

Students can access the website through the 

Counseling Center link on the EHS website. 

Usernames and passwords are the same as their 

old computer logins.  
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Juniors are encouraged to begin their 

postsecondary planning.  Many     

college & Military reps will be visiting 

EHS second semester to visit with 

juniors.  Juniors must sign up one day 

in advance on Naviance.  All college 

visits are listed on Naviance.   

http://www.actstudent.org


Freshmen/Sophomore Academic Planning/
Registration 

***All freshmen and sophomores will meet with a 

counselor in January to start the academic plan-

ning process.  The academic plan outlines courses 

for their remaining years at the high school, but 

mainly focuses on registration for the following 

year.  This academic plan is revised yearly accord-

ing to student’s interests and recommendations.  A 

copy of this academic plan will be mailed home to 

parents in late January.  Parents are encouraged 

to review the plan before February 5th, especially 

focusing on the course registrations for the next 

school year. 

***Students may update their course requests from 

February 5-8 in the counseling center.  Course 

choices will be entered into our database so we 

can provide a printout to parents at registration 

night. 

Freshmen/Sophomore/Junior registration  

during parent/teacher conferences  

on February 14 & 15 

To finalize the courses for the next school year, we 

are hosting a Curriculum Presentation and Regis-

tration night during Parent Teacher Confer-

ences on Wednesday and Thursday, February 14 

& 15 at 6:00 pm in the Elkhorn High School Lec-

ture Hall.  Parents will be able to attend confer-

ences, attend the presentation, and sign their stu-

dent’s registration for the upcoming school year.  It 

is very important for parents to review their stu-

dent’s course requests as the 2018-2019 master 

schedule will be built based upon these requests.   

After the master schedule is built, it is difficult 

to implement any unplanned course changes. 

 

Junior Academic Planning/Registration 

Junior Audits 

Counselors will meet with juniors on January 16th 

& 17th to discuss and complete the junior audit 

sheet. The junior audit is a credit check, update 

on future plans, and registration for senior cours-

es.   Recommendations were made for core 

course placement, and other classes were select-

ed based upon interest and career choice.   

***On January 24-25, juniors will meet individually 

with their counselor to discuss any course chang-

es. The completed junior audit will be mailed 

home for parents to review in January.  Juniors 

may update their senior requests from February 

5th-8th in the counseling center.  Final course 

choices will be entered into our database so we 

can provide a printout to parents at registration 

night February 14 & 15. 

SAVE THE DATE:   

 
** Monday, March 5th ** 

8th Grade Registration/Parent Night 

6:00 p.m. EHS Auditorium 

See EMS & EGMS January/February Newsletter  
for further information.  
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From the desk of the Activities Director-  Mark King 

Congratulations to our Fall Eastern Midland Conference  
and NSAA/NCPA Academic All-Conference and All State selections: 

Girls Golf:  EMC & NSAA:  Heidi Petersen, Brynn Ferguson  

Boys Tennis:  EMC & NSAA:  Zach Byar 

Softball:  EMC:  Rachel Bruner, Cassidy Coltvet, Kayden Archibeque   

EMC & NSAA:  Emily Riley, Claire Wichman  

Girls Cross Country:  EMC:  Hannah Pollan, Kenya Faith 

EMC & NSAA:  Christine Jacha, Erica Hansen 

Boys Cross Country:  EMC:  Anakin LeGrand  

EMC & NSAA:  Jaden Gebeke, Justin Hultquist 

Volleyball:  EMC & NSAA:  Megan Raszler, Maggie McElhose 

Football:  EMC:  Caleb Schon, Quin Sexton, Parker Lange, Tyler Kwapniowski, Brooke Carlson, Josh Thiele, Cole 
Alfrey, Logan Spanel, Ram Gastali, Aaron English, Drue Pecquet, Max Lofgren, Parker Gutschow, AJ Hagemann 

EMC & NSAA:  Zach Headley, Bret Lange 

Play Production: EMC:  Maddy Levenhagen  

EMC & NSAA:  Molly Benes 

Congratulations to our Fall EMC All-Conference selections 

Volleyball: All EMC:  Megan Raszler 

Honorable Mention: Emma Crouch, Addie Thomas, Kalli Jensen, Abby Wolfe 

Football: All EMC:  Cole Alfrey, Grant Kwapniowski, Bret Lange, Jacob Pickering, Josh Schmutz 

Honorable Mention: Parker Gutschow, Matt Hotovy, Ram Gastali, AJ Hagemann, Zach Headley, Jacob Plambeck, 
Logan Spanel, Brandon Grooters, Mitch Kahre, Tyler Renner, Quin Sexton, Brett Swanson, Tyler Wehling, Colin Fritz,  
Kyler Beekman, Aiden Young  

Softball: All EMC:  Claire Wichman, Rachel Klassen, Kayden Archibeque, Cassie Coltvet, Sydney Nuismer  

Honorable Mention: Emily Riley, Jadyn Hunt, Jaycee Schutte, Sydney Shotbolt  

 
Congratulations to all who competed in Elkhorn High’s Fall competitions: 

The Boy’s Cross Country team were conference champions and finished 3
rd

 at state.  The Girl’s Cross Country team    
finished 7

th
 at the state meet. The Softball team were regular season conference champs and runners-up in the confer-

ence and district tournaments. Boy’s Tennis finished 8
th
 at the state tournament.  Our Football team participated into the 

2
nd

 round of the state playoffs. The Girl’s Golf team and Volleyball team competed well representing Elkhorn High School 
in a very competitive fashion. The Marching Band placed 7

th
 at the Nebraska State Bandmaster’s competition. 

 
***All-Conference and Academic All-Conference Teams and Fall Conference Standings can be found at   
     www.easternmidconference.org 

Good luck to all winter activities. The first winter competitions begin Thursday, November 30
th
.   

All game schedules can be found on www.easternmidconference.org 

                    ** Check out the Activities Department Website—www.easternmidconference.org ** 
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EHS HALE HAPPENINGS  

HALE is Elkhorn Public Schools’ High Ability Learner Education.  Visit the HALE Activity link from the 
Elkhorn High School website to learn more about services and to keep track of upcoming opportunities via 
the online HALE calendar. 
 

Academic Decathlon 

The combined EHS/ESHS Academic Decathlon Team, coached by Julia Wagoner, traveled to Pius X High 
School for its first scrimmage.  Congratulations to two EHS students who medaled. Will Ford received a 
silver medal in Art for the Novice Division and tied for a bronze medal in Literature. Torin O’Rourke re-
ceived a bronze in literature.  The team’s next scrimmage is Dec 2nd at Gross High School.  The regional 
competition will be January 20th. 
 

Robotics 

The EHS Robotics teams did very well against 40 robots at the Omaha South High tournament October 
28th.    The JankBot team (4327E): Molly Benes, Siobhan Helms, and Travis Bond finished the qualification 
rounds ranked #15.   They are hosting a competition December 2 at Elkhorn Grandview Middle 
School.  Students or adults who are interested in volunteering at this tournament can go to:  

http://signup.com/go/opToAsq to sign up.  The teams will also compete at Omaha North December 15-16. 
Spectators are welcome! 

 

UNO Problem Solving Math Competition 

Elkhorn High students attended the University of Nebraska-Omaha Problem Solving Math Contest  on    
October 27th.  UNO had 37 schools attend and 416 students compete. The Elkhorn High team did very well 
and won 3rd place in the Gauss Division.  Josh Thiele finished 28th out of 416 students in the over-
all  individual competition.  Elkhorn High competed in the Gauss Division in both the Multiple Choice and 
Free Response.  Here are the individual results: 
Multiple Choice problems 

9th grade -Emma Jarzynka - 4th place out of 26 students 

9th grade -Spencer Gordman - 5th place out of 26 students 

11th grade- Braydon Dreher - 5th place out of 71 students 

Free Response problems 

9th grade - Torin O'Rourke - 2nd place out of 26 students 

12th grade - Josh Thiele -2nd place out of 52 students 

Congratulations to Mr. Rick Arch and his Math team! 
 

UNL Math Day 

On November 16th, Rick Arch took 29 EHS students to the 28th annual UNL Math Day where they joined 
1,441 students from 99 Nebraska high schools to take the PROBE I (Problems Requiring Original and Bril-
liant Effort).   Elkhorn High finished 2nd in Class II.  The Math Bowl team (Braydon Dreher, Josh Thiele, 
Claire Wichman) took 2nd place in Class B Division. 
 

Quiz Bowl 
Practices are still being held in the HALE room (D107) during lunch.  Anyone may sign-up with Mrs. John-
son to compete at upcoming quiz bowls.  We will be hosting the annual Elkhorn Quiz Bowl on January 6 - if 
you’re interested in helping in concessions, please email Mrs. Johnson at kjohnson@epsne.org. 
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TEAM+S (Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics, and Science) 

Students will be selected to compete in the TEAM+S engineering contest Tuesday Feb 27 at UNL.  The 
2018 theme is “Engineering a Greener World”.  Scenarios will focus on topics such as: durability of   
materials, economics of green engineering, efficiency of solar power, global health, green energy basics, 
green building practices, insects and climate change, light pollution, and solar energy.  Students work 
collaboratively in groups of 8 as they apply their math and science knowledge in practical, creative 
ways to solve realistic engineering problems.  Anyone who wants to be considered for the 9-10 team or 
the 11-12 team, must attend the informational meeting in the HALE room during TA December 
12.   For more information, see http://teams.tsaweb.org/ 

 

AMC Signup 

The American Mathematics Competition (AMC) is the first in a series of examinations to qualify for the 
American Invitational Examination, the USA Mathematical Olympiad, and the International Mathemati-
cal Olympiad.  It is a 75-minute, multiple-choice test proctored at EHS in February.  In January, honors 
and AP math students are encouraged to sign up with their math teachers for this national math talent 
search test. See more information at www.maa.org/math-competitions/amc-1012 

 

USABO Signup 

The USABO Open Exam is the first exam in a series of competitions to qualify for the USA Biology Olym-
piad and the International Biology Olympiad.  It is a 50-minute, multiple-choice test proctored at EHS 
in February.  Students who took AP Biology last year, or who are currently taking AP Biology, are      
encouraged to sign up with Mr. LaFleur.  See more information at https://www.usabo-trc.org/ 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 2 – Elkhorn High School Robotics Tournament at Grandview Middle School 
December  2 - Academic Decathlon Scrimmage at Gross High School 
December 12 - TEAM+S informational meeting during TA 

December 15-16 - Omaha North Robotics Tournament 

January 6 – Elkhorn Quiz Bowl at ESHS 

January 12-13 - Omaha Benson Robotics Tournament 

January 20 - Gross Catholic H.S. Robotics Tournament 

January 20– Academic Decathlon Regional Competition 

January 24 – ESU #3 Quiz Bowl 
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A note from the school nurse ~ Joni Buzzell: 

Staying Healthy During the Winter Months 

The holiday season is a time for family, friends, fun, and relaxation. We want your student to stay healthy while traveling 
and fully enjoy their winter break.  In order to stay healthy this season, please pass on these helpful tips: 
 
Get a flu vaccine – This is the best way to protect against the influenza virus, which typically starts in the fall and peaks 

in January or February. Illness from seasonal flu usually lasts one to two weeks which could really mess up your 
holiday plans! 

Wash your hands often – The flu can be transmitted through little droplets when someone with the virus coughs, 
sneezes, or talks and their germs land in your mouth. You can also get the flu by touching by touching surfaces or 
objects that have the flu virus on it and then touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

Eat small, healthy snacks – If you plan to have a feast, moderate your intake, and eat healthy snacks in-between 
large meals to avoid overeating. 

Drink lots of water – it will help to keep you hydrated (including your skin), and also helps to cleanse the body of      
potential viruses. Throw in a lemon for added flavor as it also helps to alkalize your body, fighting off viruses. 

Go for a walk – Exercise is always important, even when you’re on vacation. Go for a walk around your neighborhood, 
dance around your living room with your friends or relatives, or play Nintendo Wii.  Thirty minutes per day is all you 
need to stay healthy and active! 

Layer up – If you do decide to go outside, even for a short time, bundle up and stay warm!  Serious health problems 
can result from cold weather. It’s better to be overdressed than under-dressed. 

Fasten your seat belt – Most accidents occur 25 miles from home. So, even if you’re just driving to the store for egg-
nog, buckle up! 

Do NOT text and drive! 
Take deep breaths – The holidays can be fun and  relaxing, but they can sometimes come with added stress. Whether 

you’re gift shopping, decorating, or having a disagreement with a loved one, remember to take a deep breath and 
appreciate the time you have with them. 

Get lots of sleep – It will help to keep you from getting sick, and you will feel much more alive and full of energy 
throughout the day. 
 

Please stay healthy this holiday season! 

Thank You to all the parent volunteers that assisted with our 

Health Screening on Wednesday, November 1st.   

We couldn’t have done it without you! 

We so appreciate your time & assistance. 
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Hy-Vee’s CASH FOR STUDENTS program began on  September 1st, and continues 

through Sunday, December 31, 2017. 

Please save your Hy-Vee receipts and turn them into Ms. Pruse in the main office at 

Elkhorn High School OR place them in the EHS box near Customer Service at the 156th 

& Maple Hy-Vee. 

Hy-Vee will donate to Elkhorn High School, $1.00 for every $200.00 spent.    

Receipts from any of the 15 local area Hy-Vee’s will be accepted. 

Thank you for your participation. 

http://wp.wpi.edu/parents-and-friends/2013/11/21/staying-healthy-during-winter-months/


Winter Break  

December 25th ~ January 3rd 

2nd Semester will resume on  

Thursday, January 4, 2018 

This spring, superintendent Dr. Bary Habrock will visit parent organizations at each Elkhorn 

elementary and middle school to address the District’s rapid growth and discuss plans for 

the future.  

Community members are welcome to attend any of the scheduled presentations. 

         Hillrise Elementary – Monday, January 22 @ 6:30 

         Arbor View – Monday, January 22 @ 7:30 

         Westridge – Tuesday, January 23 @ 6:30 

         EGMS – Tuesday, January 23 @ 7:30 

         West Bay – Monday, January 29 @ 6:00 

         Fire Ridge – Monday, January 29 @ 7:00 

         ERMS – Tuesday, January 30 @ 1:30 

         EVVMS – Wednesday, January 31 @ 1:00 

         EMS – Thursday, February 1 @ 4:00 

         Sagewood – Thursday, February 1 @ 7:00 

         Manchester – Monday, February 5 @ 6:00 

         Spring Ridge – Monday, February 5 @ 7:00 

         West Dodge – Tuesday, February 6 @ 6:30 

         Skyline – Tuesday, February 6 @ 7:30 
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26 vocalists from Elkhorn High School were selected as a part of the 2017 Nebraska All State Choir which 

rehearsed and performed in Lincoln from November 16-18 as a part of the Nebraska Music Educators Asso-

ciation annual conference. The choir consists of 440 of the best high school vocalists in the state. Elkhorn 

student, Justin Hultquist, was recognized for the rare accomplishment of being selected to All State for 3 

years in a row! 
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Participants include:  

April Mull (11); Rebecca Gernandt (12); Avery Sufficool (9) 

Chloe Seidl (11); Heidi Petersen (12) 

Marissa Henthorn (9); Makena Ninete (11) 

Emily Arnold (9); Kyra Patrick (11) 

Justin Hultquist (12) 

Ben Hastreiter (9); Emma Cowger (12); Garrett Paxton (10) 

Susann Parlor (10); Dariy Tereshchenko (10); Andy Georgi (10); 
Ryan Akey (9); Hallie Horner (9) 

Carson Clarys (9); Rohit Jacob (12); Tanner Pfeil (11);  
Alex Christensen (12) 

Adam Decker (12); Ryan Bromm (12); Ryan Leyda (11);  
Andy Zhang (11) 

 

The Elkhorn High School Concert Choir took part 

in the 2017 Choral Collaborative sponsored by 

Omaha Performing Arts and the Omaha  

Symphony, contributing 70 voices to the almost 

500 voice choir in a performance of Carl Orff's 

Carmina Burana on Sunday, November 12th;  

Ernest Richardson, Conductor.  

Students had the opportunity to work with the 

Symphony's Choirmaster, Resident Conductor, 

and professional soloists. The Concert Choir was 

grateful for the invitation and opportunity to         

perform with a professional orchestra in the  

Holland Center, located in downtown Omaha, for 

the first time in recent years.  



Tech Tips  

 

Internet Safety Tips 

Taking an active role in protecting your kids from Internet predators and explicit 

materials is vital to keeping them safe.  Below are some helpful tips and ways parents 

can stay involved and aware in order to ensure their children’s safety online. 

 Become computer literate and learn how to block questionable material. 

 

 Keep the computer in a common area, not in individual bedrooms, where you 

can watch and monitor its use. 

 

 Share an email account with your child so you can monitor messages. 

 

 Bookmark kids' favorite sites for easy access. 

 

 Spend time online together to teach your kids appropriate online behavior. 

 

 Block private chat rooms by using safety features provided by your Internet 

service provider or with special filtering software. Be aware that posting 

messages to chat rooms reveals a user's email address to others. 

 

 Take your child seriously if he or she reports an uncomfortable online 

exchange. 

 

 Forward copies of obscene or threatening messages you or your kids get to 

your Internet service provider. 

 

 Call the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children at (800) 843-

5678 if you're aware of the transmission, use, or viewing of child pornography 

online. Contact your local law enforcement agency or the FBI if your child 

has received child pornography via the Internet. 

 

 Ask your Internet service provider about disabling “cookies” that track 

specific user information including a user’s name and email address. 

 

Keeping children safe online is an on-going task that requires diligence in the 

monitoring of online activities and usage.  In order to best protect them, parents must 

remain vigilant and always know what their child is doing online. 

 



 

 

Apps to Know 

While parents know that nearly all mobile devices used today have the ability to send 

and receive text messages, they may not fully understand that beyond that inherent, 

built-in ability, students are also able to download additional apps that are 

specifically used for sending and receiving text messages.  Below are some popular 

texting apps and concerns that are linked to their use.  For more information on any 

of these apps, please visit: www.commonsensemedia.org. 

 GroupMe: allows individual and group messages with no user fees or limits.  

Users are able to send and receive photos, videos, and calendar links.   

o Concern: embedded GIFs included in the app have adult themes that are 

not suitable for children under the age of 18. 

 Kik Messenger: ability to send and receive limitless messages that do not show 

up on an individual’s phone messaging service  

o Concern: allows users the ability to connect with anyone who shares their 

Kik username, opening up the pathway for online predators 

 
 

 

 

Elkhorn Public Schools Policy 507.13—Internet Safety Policy was written in 

compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act. Tech Savvy Parent tips are 

intended to inform and educate parents of technology that may be available to their 

students. Tips may feature apps that are educational as well as those that may be a 

cause for concern to parents. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Diane Schieffer, Yearbook Adviser 
Mary Radicia & Allie Jedlicka, co-editors-in-chief 

Order Your 2018 Yearbook  
PRICES GO UP AS TIME GOES ON.   

ORDER EARLY. 

www.yearbookforever.com 

$50 through August 31, 2017 
$60 through December 31, 2017 

$70 through February 1, 2018 
$75 for all books not pre-ordered 

 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian:  
 
It is time to start thinking about this year’s book of memories!  For the fifth year in a row, we are offering an easy way for parents and students to 
purchase yearbooks--online. Go to the listed website, type in the school name under “select your school,” and the steps will guide you through 
your purchase.   
 
If you are unable to use the website or are uncomfortable with that process, you can send a check (for the appropriate amount from the timeline above) 
and list your child’s name somewhere on the check.  Your child can drop it off in C-208 OR mail it to Elkhorn High School, ATTN:  Yearbook.  Receipts 
for on-line sales will be automatically sent electronically.  If purchasing with check or cash, receipts are printed upon request. 
 
The cost to produce yearbook has gone up over the years, but our price for you has not changed in at least the past ten years.  With a full-color, ever-
growing yearbook, we need to be able to cover the cost of production.  With that being said, our starting price is still the regular $50, but for a very limited 
amount of time.  Take advantage of this, please.  Procrastinating costs more money!  
 
Our yearbook staff has already spent numerous hours getting ready for the 2018 book.  We have an amazing staff of great people who are ready to 
document the moments of the year in this keepsake you need on your shelf forever. 
 
Thank you very much! 
 
 
 
The Yearbook Staff and Diane Schieffer, adviser 

 

 

ELKHORN HIGH SCHOOL 
“Home of the Antlers” 

Antler Publications 

1401 Veterans Drive, Elkhorn, NE  68022 
402-289-4239  FAX:  402-289-4383 



 SENIORTRIBUTES Order Form 

2018 
Dear Antler parents/guardians, 
 
As senior parents, you will find there are many opportunities to recognize your son or daughter.  We hope you will keep in mind his or her senior 
tribute for the 2018 Antler Yearbook.  If you’d like to purchase space to write a special message to your son or daughter, this letter provides you with 
all you need to know in order to do this.  For us to make deadline, we ask that you have all information to us by the 

Saturday, December 30 DEADLINE 
In an effort to streamline our process, order your ad online this year, and you will save $10 per ad.  Mailed checks and orders that will have 

photos that need to be scanned by our yearbook staff will be charged the mailed-in cost listed below. 
 
FAQ:  CAN I EMAIL YOU THE PHOTOS AND MESSAGE, BUT ORDER ONLINE?  YES.  And doing this will save the $10 as well.  Only when you 
mail in a check or photos that need to be scanned will you be charged the extra price. 
 

DIRECTIONS 
Some of you won’t need these directions, but here they are in case you need them! 

Please email me if something goes awry or if you have any questions. 
 
GETTING STARTED 
Go to the website:  www.yearbookforever.com 
Click on:  Buy Personal Ad 
Click on: Go 
Click on the size you would like to purchase (prices are listed on there, too) 
MESSAGE 
Under “Enter your headline:  Type your Child’s Name 
Under “Enter your body copy:” Type in your message.  If you are not sure of the message, you can type:  “Will email to Miss Schieffer,” and that 
works, too.   
VIDEO 
If you’d like to send us a video to include with your ad, please click on the “enter special instructions” box, and let us know that.  This is optional, but 
a great feature we have available. 
SURPRISE 
In the “enter special instructions” box, also include whether or not this tribute is a surprise for your son or daughter. 
PHOTOS 
At this point on the website, you will upload your photos.  They must be JPG, PNG, or TIF files. 
You can also choose to email me your photos instead of uploading if you want to include them at a later time. 
Next, fill out name and grade, and you’ll end at the shopping cart for checkout. 

Things to keep in mind for selecting your tribute
--We will not be accepting any personally 
designed ads 
--Please do not send in cherished original photos in 
case they get damaged or they don't get back to 
you. 
 
 

--The yearbook staff reserves the right to 
exercise a small degree of artistic freedom 
regarding the use of background designs and 
photo effects 
--Choose a photo that would be a sufficient 
background photo.   
--No naked baby photos 

--Copyright laws cover yearbooks, and 
copyrighted material cannot be used.  This 
includes quotes from written material. 
--You will be emailed a proof of the ad, and we 
won't print it until we get your approval.  We 
would like a prompt response, though, since 
we’ll be working on a deadline.  So please 
include an email that you check frequently. 

Keep in mind, our book is award-winning and we have rules to follow. 

It is important that you realize the ad will be using the thematic elements that are used throughout the book.  We think you will love it! 

PRICES: 

Ad Size On-line order pricing Mailed-in order pricing 

Full page (8 x 10.5) $175 $185 

Half page horizontal (8 x 5.25) $90 $100 

Quarter page (4 x 5.25) $65 $75 

Eighth page $50 $60 

Video element Free—must be 100 MB Maximum Free 
 

If you mail a check or have any photos for scanning,  

please send to the high school address or have your child drop off in Room C-208. 

Also, please email dschieffer@epsne.org any correspondence. 

 

http://www.yearbookforever.com/
mailto:dschieffer@epsne.org


Career 

Awareness 

 Program  
December 2017-January 2018

 

Elkhorn Public Schools
 

Important Job Search Pieces
 

 
1

 
2

 
3

 
4

Cover
Letter

 

Thank-You
Letter

 

Resume
 

Interview
 

Click on the text below for helpful tips and templates.
 

Career Awareness: 
 Helping to Connect the pieces so

you're not so puzzled
 

Career

Camps,

Fairs. &

Tours

 

Career

Exploring

 

Career

Internship

 

Career

Resources

 

How will you know which careers interest you the most?
Take advantage of career awareness opportunities! 

 To find out what you really like, you need to try it!
 

Job

Opportunities

 

Job

Shadowing

 

Volunteer

Opportunities

 

CaREER
AWARENESS

 

Teacher

Cadet

 

Click each puzzle piece to
explore the opportunities!

 

  Explore. Connect. Learn. Succeed.  
 

Contact Dana Buurman for more information on career

awareness opportunities that are available.

 Email: dbuurman@epsne.org

 Phone: ESHS: 402.289.0616 ~ EHS: 402.289.4239

 

https://coverlettersandresume.com/cover-letter-templates/the-best-cover-letter-templates-for-2017-2018/
https://www.thebalance.com/job-interview-thank-you-letter-examples-2063964
https://www.thejobnetwork.com/top-resume-trends-072016/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/allbusiness/2017/03/31/10-essential-steps-to-prepare-yourself-for-a-job-interview/#4fe64ae37c72
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/career-camps-fairs-tours
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/career-exploring
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/career-internship
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/career-resources
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/job-opportunities
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/job-shadowing
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/volunteer-opportunities
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/home
https://sites.google.com/epsne.org/careerawarenessprogram/teacher-cadet-program


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION SENIORS: 

Last year the Foundation awarded over $263,000 

in scholarships. Please visit our website for a 

listing of scholarships available to 2018 graduates. 

Deadline is 6PM on February 1 

www.elkhornfoundation.org/scholarships 
 

Considering an end of year gift?  A tax-deductible donation to the Elkhorn 

Public Schools Foundation will help further our mission in 2018 and 

beyond.  Thank you for your continued support in enriching the education 

of our Elkhorn Public Schools students! 

 

Mark your Calendar:  Bids 4 Kids will be held on 

April 5, 2018. Join us for a fun evening of silent 

auction bidding!  We are grateful for any and all 

donations.  For donation or sponsorship 

information, please contact Stacey Selk at 

sselk1@epsne.org 

 
 

  

http://www.elkhornfoundation.org/scholarships/
mailto:sselk1@epsne.org
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