Reporting Race and Ethnicity: Questions and Answers

Why is this change being made?

In 1993, the federal government began holding hearings to
redefine racial and ethnic classifications. The new reporting
structure is the result of these meetings.

What's the difference between ethnicity and race?

The federal government defines ethnicity as it relates to a
person or to a large group of people who share a national,
racial, linguistic or religious heritage. The federal
government uses the word “race” to refer to the countries
of origin. Hispanic/Latino is considered an ethnicity, not a
race category.

Can | select more than one race?
Yes, you can choose as many race categories as apply.

Why is Hispanic/Latino singled out as an ethnicity?
People of Hispanic/Latino origin may be of any race. The
federal government would like to give Hispanic/Latino
populations the opportunity to better identify themselves.

How will this information be used?

The state Department of Education will use this
information to ensure that students receive the educational
services to which they are entitled, to analyze needs of
students within the school community, and to obtain more
funding for educational services as appropriate. It will not
be reported to any federal agency in a way that identifies
you or your child. No one will check for immigration status
from the information you give.

This seems complicated, especially for those families
who answer “Yes” in the Ethnicity section. Can you give
an example?

If you consider your child Hispanic/Latino with family
origins in Central America, you would answer “Yes” in the
Ethnicity section, and you might check “Black,” “White”
and/or others under Race.

Is anyone going to ask for proof of the ethnicity and
race(s) I select for my child?

No. However, if you do not answer, in the future the federal
government will require school district “observers” to
complete the racial and ethnic data.
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